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C-5.0 MUNICIPAL ACTIVITIES 
 
C-5.1 Introduction (LIP Section A-5.1) 
 
This section of the PEA discusses the implementation of the inventory, prioritization, 
inspection, BMP implementation and reporting program for County fixed facilities and field 
programs during the 2016-17 reporting period. 
 
The County has incorporated the Model Municipal Activities Program described in DAMP 
Section 5.4 as the basis for Section A-5 of its LIP.  This section, as well as its related 
Attachments C-5.1 through C-5.3, present the results of the Municipal Activities Program 
carried out by the County to reduce discharges of pollutants during this reporting period.  
 
C-5.1.1 Overall Municipal Activities Program Management 
 
The County has identified which County departments are responsible for the management and 
implementation of this stormwater program element in Section A-5.0 of the LIP. 
 
C-5.2  Inventory of County Fixed Facilities, Field Programs and Drainage Facilities (LIP 

Section A-5.2.1) 

Fixed Facilities 
 
The County has developed a watershed based inventory of its fixed facilities, which is updated 
on an on-going basis and submitted annually to the Santa Ana and San Diego Regional Boards. 
The inventory of fixed facilities may change with the acquisition or sale of County property.  
One addition to the inventory of fixed facilities occurred during this reporting period: the 
County acquired property located within the San Diego Regional Board jurisdiction which will 
become OC Probation’s South County Field Service Office. A total of 141 fixed facilities 
situated in 11 watersheds currently make up the County’s fixed facility inventory: 55 are high 
priority sites, 2 are medium priority sites,  and 84 are low priority sites. 
   
Inventory of Field Programs 
 
The County’s municipal field programs include the following: 1) Graffiti removal, 2) Solid 
waste handling, 3) Drainage facility maintenance, 4) Street maintenance, 5) Rodent control, and 
6) Landscape maintenance. 
 
Inventory of Drainage Facilities 
 

County drainage facilities include all stormdrains, catch basins, retention basins and related 
appurtenances within the County’s jurisdiction. 
 
A web map displaying both the County’s municipal fixed facilities and drainage facilities can be 
accessed at the following link: County of Orange MS4 Map. 
  
 

http://arcg.is/2eZHGX6
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C-5.3 Prioritization (LIP Section A-5.2.2) 
 
The County has prioritized its fixed facilities as high, medium or low based on their respective 
threat to water quality.  Prioritization is updated on an ongoing basis and provided to the Santa 
Ana Regional Board as a part of the PEA.  Prioritization categories may change based on 
information acquired during inspections.  The San Diego Region does not currently require 
prioritization of facilities as high, medium, or low; however the County has retained its 
historical designations of these sites as part of its inventory.  Prioritization of each of the 
County’s fixed facilities is summarized in the table below: 
 

2016-17Summary of County Municipal Fixed Facility Prioritization 
 

Municipal Fixed Facility Prioritizations Total Number of Fixed Facilities 
Santa Ana Region San Diego Region 

Mandatory high priority facilities  37  18 
Number of medium priority facilities  2 0 
Number of low priority facilities  69 15  
Total Number of Fixed Facilities  108  33 

 
All County field programs are prioritized as high.  
 
C-5.4 Model Maintenance Procedures (LIP Section A-5.2.3) 
 
Model Maintenance Procedures (MMP) fact sheets were developed as a part of the Municipal 
Activities program and can be found on the County’s web site: Municipal Activity BMP Fact 
Sheets.  The fact sheets include a description of specific BMPs for common municipal activities 
that may cause pollutant discharges, and provide pollution prevention measures that the 
facility and/or program should implement.  The Orange County Stormwater Program regularly 
updates the fact sheets to keep in line with current permit conditions. The activity-based BMP 
fact sheets are included as Exhibit A-5.III of the County’s LIP.  A summary of traditional 
municipal activities BMP programs implemented during this reporting period is provided in 
Attachment C-5.1 of this PEA. 
 

C-5.5 Inspections (LIP Section A-5.2.4) 

Municipal facility inspections continue to be conducted at the frequencies listed in Table A-5.2 
of the LIP as part of the County’s stormwater program, and are shown below: 

 

 

 

http://www.ocwatersheds.com/documents/bmp/municipalactivities
http://www.ocwatersheds.com/documents/bmp/municipalactivities
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Municipal Fixed Facility/Field Program Inspection Frequencies 

Inspection Frequencies 

Facility/Program Inspection Frequency 

Fixed Facilities 

County Corporation Yards Quarterly 

High Priority Fixed Facility Annually 

Medium Priority Fixed Facility Biennially  

Low Priority Fixed Facility Once during first year of program 
implementation 

Field Programs 

High Priority Field Programs Annually 

Drainage Facilities 

Drainage Facilities  
Annually before the wet season, with 

additional inspections as needed during the 
wet season 

 
Fixed facility inspections generally include a review of material and waste handling practices, 
BMP implementation, and identification of any visual evidence of past or present unauthorized 
non-stormwater discharges.  Municipal Facility Program Assessment Forms are completed 
annually for each high priority fixed facility, summarizing the findings of inspections 
conducted throughout the year; any issues that require follow-up are identified as “actionable 
issues”. 
 
Fixed facility and field program inspections are carried out by the facility site manager, the field 
supervisor, or an inspector from OC Environmental Resources.   
 
The County’s municipal inventory included 141 fixed facilities during this reporting period. A 
total of 201 facility NPDES inspections were conducted at these facilities.  During inspections 
County staff determine the level of BMP implementation and assess their effectiveness.  The 
inspector may encounter situations where BMPs are in place but are not effectively applied; in 
such cases the inspector uses his or her best professional judgment in deciding how much time 
to allow the site manager to correct the problem and schedules a re-inspection to ensure the 
BMP is being properly implemented.  During the reporting period, 197 facilities were identified 
as having full BMP implementation and four facilities were noted as having only partially 
implemented BMPs, each of which was addressed prior to follow-up inspections.   
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Inspections of drainage facilities and roads are conducted by OC Public Works/Operations & 
Maintenance inspectors.  Flood control channels are routinely inspected by area inspectors who 
identify maintenance and repair needs of the channels. Work is then scheduled as needed, 
prioritizing those that pose safety hazards, significant obstruction to water flow, and threats to 
the structural integrity of the facility. During this reporting period an increase in catch basin 
cleaning and maintenance occurred and is now routinely conducted four times a year, including 
one inspection scheduled to ensure that drains are unobstructed prior to the storm season.   
 
C-5.5.1 Enforcement 
 
The County may take various actions when an inspection highlights a problem at a municipal 
facility.  Possible actions include the issuance of verbal and written instructions or additional 
training of County personnel.  In the instance of contracted services, action under the ordinance 
or termination of the contract or lease could occur. No enforcement actions beyond verbal or 
written instructions occurred at County municipal facilities during this reporting period. 
 
C-5.5.2 Reporting 
 
No inspection problems were encountered at County municipal facilities during the 2016-17 
reporting period. 
 
C-5.6 Municipal Retrofitting (LIP Section A-5.2.4.4) 
 
The County examines opportunities to retrofit existing MS4 conveyance systems, parks and 
other recreational areas where feasible. During past reporting periods, the County received 
funding for retrofit projects through Tier 1 of the Orange County Transportation Agency’s 
(OCTA) Environmental Cleanup Program (ECP).  To date, over 923 catch basins have been 
retrofitted with connector pipe screens (CPSs) using funds received from the OCTA ECP.  The 
units were installed throughout unincorporated portions of the County which included 
portions of Anaheim, Midway City, Rossmoor, Tustin, Ladera Ranch, Las Flores, and Wagon 
Wheel.    
 
During the reporting period the County received grant funding from the OCTA ECP for the 
installation of five replacement and two new floating trash booms.  The replacement booms will 
be installed in OCFCD facilities located in Orange County’s Anaheim Bay-Huntington Harbour, 
Santa Ana River, and Newport Bay watersheds. The two new booms are scheduled to be 
installed in the Anaheim Bay-Huntington Harbour watersheds. 
 
Following several years of permit processing, OC Parks and the City of Newport Beach began 
rehabilitation of the stormwater drainage system at East Bluff and Back Bay Drive.  
Construction of the new drainage system is expected to be completed in 2017. Approximately 
two months are then needed to reestablish the vegetation and complete the mitigation, followed 
by a mandatory five year maintenance period. 
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C-5.7 Integrated Pest Management (LIP Section A-5.3)  
 
During the 2016-17 reporting period, the County continued to implement its Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) program, which is Exhibit A-5.V of the County LIP.  Data generated from 
the County’s IPM program during this reporting period is presented in Attachment C-5.2 of this 
report. 
 
C-5.8 Education and Training of Municipal Staff (LIP Section A-5.4)  
C-5.8.1    Education  

The County’s website, www.ocwatersheds.com, is a resource for all training material for 
County personnel.  Municipal staff are directed to the BMP Fact Sheets found on the website or 
are provided with the appropriate BMP guidance by Stormwater Program managers on a 
regular basis.  Associated training materials are also available on the website for use by 
supervisors for training County personnel.  The website continues to be the primary method for 
providing County personnel with pertinent stormwater education materials.  
 
C-5.8.2    Training 
 
The County has developed and implemented internal job-specific training for its employees. 
During the 2016-17reporting period general stormwater pollution prevention training 
continued to be provided for all new OC Public Works employees during the New Employee 
Orientation.  The introductory training consists of a presentation of the “Stormwater 101” video 
and new employees are provided BMP Fact Sheets pertinent to their new role with the County. 
In most cases, stormwater program training, including a review of site-specific BMP 
implementation, has become a component of “tailgate” trainings held in conjunction with safety 
training at municipal facilities and on municipal projects.  Both formal and routine training 
sessions were attended by County staff throughout the reporting period as shown below: 
 

2016-17County Stormwater Program Training 
 

Title Date Agency Number of 
Attendees 

Stormwater 
Program 
Element 

Updates and Status 
of ALERT Weather 

System 

October 13, 
2016 

OC Public Works; OC 
Sheriffs Department 54 

Sections 5 – 
Municipal 
Activities 

John Wayne Airport 
Annual Storm 
Water/SPCC 
Training 

November 8, 
9, & 17, 2016,  John Wayne Airport 80 

Sections 5 – 
Municipal 
Activities 

Stormwater BMP 
Installation Field 
Training 

November 
28-29, 2016 
and March 

15, 2017 

OC Parks 63 
Section 5 – 
Municipal 
Activities  

http://www.ocwatersheds.com/
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Title Date Agency Number of 
Attendees 

Stormwater 
Program 
Element 

Biennial NPDES 
Compliance Training 

April 7, 10, 
12, 2017 OC Parks 69 

Sections 5 – 
Municipal 
Activities 

A/E Staff MS4 
Permit Compliance 
Training 

April 18, 
2017 OC Public Works 16 

Sections 5 – 
Municipal 
Activities 

Trash Amendments 
Workshop May 31, 2017 OC Public Works, OC 

Community Resources 21 
Sections 5 – 
Municipal 
Activities  

 
C-5.9 Municipal Program Accomplishments 
       
The following are highlights of the County’s municipal stormwater program accomplishments 
during the 2016-17 reporting period (see also Section C-3.3): 

 

• The County increased marketing and outreach efforts for its countywide Adopt A 
Channel Program including updates to the program’s  Story Map webpage 
(http://arcg.is/1L7cVom) aiding the adoption process. As a result, three additional 
Adoptions were implemented during the reporting period resulting in a total of 23 miles 
of OCFCD channels which have now been adopted by 13 Adopters. During the 
reporting period, these adopters hosted 37 cleanup events resulting in the removal 6,301 
pounds of trash and debris, and the abatement of 15,541 square feet of graffiti. The 
Adopt A Channel Program allows individuals and organizations to adopt a portion of 
an OCFCD channel helping to improve the physical appearance of these channels, 
enhance the environment by removing trash and debris, and increase awareness of and 
a commitment to keeping the County’s waterways clean and healthy.   
 

• Maintenance activities during the 2016-17reporting period resulted in a total of 7,394 
tons of solid debris being removed from the storm drain system. This is a combination of 
debris removed from catch basins, channels and pipes, trash barriers, dry weather 
diversion dams, pump stations, vaults, and homeless encampments.  As noted last 
reporting period, the County’s Operations & Maintenance Service Area continues to 
address an unprecedented number of homeless encampments in OCFCD facilities.  
Encampment cleanups in the hardest hit channels are now addressed on a weekly basis 
and resulted in the removal of 5,452 tons of trash and debris during this reporting 
period.  See Attachment C-5.1 of this report for a summary of drainage facility 
maintenance activities during the 2016-17 reporting period. 

 
 
 
 

http://arcg.is/1L7cVom
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C-5.10 Municipal Activities Program Modifications  
 
The County is proactively assessing the ongoing maintenance of its facilities and retrofit 
opportunities to further address trash and debris sources with particular emphasis being placed 
on compliance with the 2015 Statewide Trash Amendments.  With the adoption of the San 
Diego Region Fifth Term Permit the County is making changes to its Municipal Activities 
Program and will continue to do so into the next reporting period; no modifications are 
proposed at this time under the Santa Ana Region Fourth Term Permit.  
 
 


	County drainage facilities include all stormdrains, catch basins, retention basins and related appurtenances within the County’s jurisdiction.
	A web map displaying both the County’s municipal fixed facilities and drainage facilities can be accessed at the following link: County of Orange MS4 Map.

